LEON BLUM

Arts. With his usual animation, M. Blum held
forth in the lobby on what appeared to him the
fatalities of the piece. This was a hazardous
amusement in France, where the standard equip-
ment of a journalist combined not merely pen and
thesaurus, but sword and pistol. He was overheard
by the wrathful playwright, who challenged his
censor to mortal combat. The meeting took place
at dawn on October 14, 1912, at the Pare des
Princes. The weapons were rapiers, M. Blum's
seconds were Georges de Porto-Rxche and Stephane
Lauzanne, editor of Le Matin ; those of M* Veber
were Serge Basset and Alfred Capus, Both gladiators
were slightly hurt during the second bout, the critic
in the right hand and the dramatist in the temple.
During the third, M. Blum contrived to pierce the
other's breast. Sorely but not dangerously wounded,
he was carried off to an infirmary. The apostle of
peace, triumphant and all but unscathed, was left
in command of the ground. It was his first and
last passage d*armes*
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